150:080 Introduction to Information Systems

Assignment: Purchasing a Computer via the Web

Fall, 2000

Using the Internet as your source of information, find a minimum of four web sites through which you can purchase a PC.  For example, you may choose a computer vendor site, such as Dell.com, or a retail site, such as Buy.com.  Assuming you have a strict budget limitation of $1700, configure the "best" system you can at each site to meet your personal computer requirements.  By the term "best," we are referring to the computer that meets or exceeds your minimum requirements from the source that you are most comfortable using.

You are to write a one-page executive summary that summarizes your PC purchase decision.  First, discuss your PC requirements (How will you use it?  What applications will you use?  What telecommunications connection(s) will be needed?  What multimedia is used?).  Then, identify the vendor you would choose from the four you visited.  Explain and justify your selection.  Were there any aspects of the web site itself that influenced your decision (ease of use, information availability and quality, order tracking capability, customer service, etc.)?  The summary should be typed using the word processing software of your choice.

Requirements for the Assignment:


Cover Page:
Student Name  (In Bold)




Class Name (Introduction to Information Systems)




Section Number




Professor Name




Title (In bold, all caps)

All of this information should be centered and in the middle of the page.


Executive Summary:
1 Page Maximum





Margins 1” top, bottom, sides





Single-spaced





Indent paragraphs, no extra lines between paragraphs

Appendix A:
A list of the minimum equipment and performance requirements that you have identified for your purchase decision.


Appendix B:
Summarized list of relevant sites visited (a minimum of four sites).




Provide the information in the following format:

Name of Site Visited in Bold  [Leave a Space] then provide the URL of the site.

An indented brief description of the site and information relevant to your search should follow. All lines of the paragraph are indented as shown in this example.  Skip one line between each site summary.

Appendix C:
A printout of the four computer specifications that you developed from each site.  There should be a print capability on the site to print your selected computer specification.  Otherwise, use the FILE PRINT commands to print a snap shot of the page.

All pages of the assignment should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner.  Your instructor will provide no stapler.

The assignment will be graded on:


adherence to the format requested in this assignment


the apparent thoroughness of your research


the coherence and conciseness of the argument made in the executive summary

Grammatical and spelling errors will significantly impact the grade received on this assignment.
NOTE: Read both the front and back of this assignment!!!

